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GENERAL VIEWS OF NATURE.

FIRST VIEW,

NATURE is that fyftem of laws eftablithed
by the Creator for regulating the exiftence of
bodies and the fucceflion of beings. Nature
mm,»:nhmmo_nn not a body, for if it were fo it
ﬁm_:_m comprehend every thing; neither is it a
being; for in that cafe it would neceffarily be
God.. We muft rather confider Nature as an
mﬂpﬂ.@hﬂ living power, which is in fubordina-
tion to the -Supreme Being, and by his com-
mand animates the univerfe, and whofe a&ions
E.n mmvgmn:n on, and continued by, his con-
cusrence or confent.  This power is that part
of the Divine power which is manifefted to

mankind ;
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mankind ; it is the caufe n:mnm.ﬂw. the mode
and fubftance, the defign and execution,  Ex-
tremely different from ail human art; ‘whofe
produions are inanimate, Nature is herfelf a
work perpetually alive, an a&ive and unceaf-
ing operator, who knews how to make ufe
of every material, and though always employed
on the fame invariable plan, her power, in-
ftead of fuffering diminution, is perfeitly in-
exhauflible : time, fpace, and matter, are her
means; the univerfe her obje@; ind motion
and life her end.

Every obje& in-the univerfe are the effe@s of
this power. Thofe fprings which fhe makes
ufe of are altive forces which time and fpace
can only limit but never deftroy ; forces which
unite, balance, and oppofe, but incapable of
annthilating each other. Some penetraté and
conne& bodies, others heat and animate them.
It'is principally by aitraction and impilfion that -
this power als upon brute matters, whileheat
and organic molecules are her chief a&ive
agents, which fhe employs in the formation and
expanfion of organized beings. Aided by fuch
inftruments, how can the operations of Natare
be limited? She only wants the additional
power to create and annihilate to becomie omni-
potent.  But thefe two cxtrémes the Almighty
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has referved to himfelf alone : the power of
creating and annihilating are his peculiar attri-
butes; that of changing, deftroying, unfolding,
renewing, and producing, are the only privi-
leges he has conferred onthis or any other agent.
Nature, the minifter of his irrevocable com-
mands, the depofitary of his immutable de-
crees, never deviates from the laws he has pre-
fcribed to her ; the never changes any part of
his original plan, but in all her operations fhe
exhibits the will and defign of the eternal Lord
of the univerfe. This grand defign, this unal-
terable impreflion of all exiftence, is the model
upon which fhe invariably a&ts; a model which
all the features are fo ftrongly impreffed that
they can never be effaced ; 2 model which
the infinite number of copies, inftead of im-
pairing, only ferve to renew.

Therefore we may affirm that every thing
has been created, but nothing annihilated ; Na-
ture alls between the two without ever reach.
ing either the one or other extreme. Itisin
fome points of this vaft fpace, which fhe has
filled and traverfed from the beginning of ages,
that we muft endeavour to lay hold of her to
bring her into view.

- What an infinity of objels, comprehending
an infinity of matter, which would have beeq
created
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¢reated in vain, had:i¢: rioti beeh Bvided:intd
postions, feparated from “each-othér by almoft
inconceivable  fpaces. . :Myriads ‘of “limifbiss
globes, placed at immenfe  diftatices, are the
bafes which fupport the fabric ‘of the univerfe]
and:millions of opaque globes; which circiilste
round them, conflitute the moving order 'of its
architeGture. By two. primitive forces, ¢ich
of which are in continual  action, thefe miaffes
are revolved and cartied thro” the' ma_.BouE_q.
of fpace ; and their combined efforts produce
the zones of the celeftial fpheres; and in the
midft of vacuity eftablith fixed ftations, and
regular routes and orbits. - From thotion pro-
ceeds the cquilibrium of worlds, arid the repofe
of the univerfe. The firflt of thefe forces is
equally divided, but.the fecond is: (eparated i
unequal proportions. Evéry atom of matter
contains: the fame dégree-of attructive force,
while every individual globe has- a' diffdreiit
quantity of impulfive ‘force affigned to' each:
Of the ftars, fome are -fixed: »nﬁ_._a,n:u«m_.t&a...
dering ; fome globes appear foriied to-attrad;
and others. for impelling: or beitig ' imipelled:
Some fpheres have received a common impuls
fion in the fame dirccion, and others @ particus

lar impulfion. Somie flars af¢ aloney anid'others
are attended by fatellites ;. fome a¥e lithinous;




and others opaque maffes. ~There are planets
whofe different parts fucceflively enjoy a_bor-
rowed light, and there are comets which, after
being loft in the immenfity of f] pace for feveral
ages,. returp. to reccive.the influence of the folar
heat. . ‘There are fome funs which-appear and
m._ww_ug_. as- if they were alternately kindled
and. extinguithed ; and there ate others which
merely fhew themfelves and then “are feen no
more... Heaven abounds with great events,
but which the human eye is fcarcely able 1o
perceive. A funwhich expires and annihilates
a world, ‘or {yftem of worlds, has no other
effet upon the ey¢s of man than an ignis-
\Eaﬁ. which gives a.tranfitory blaze and then
uﬁi&om forever. :Man; no:m:nn to the ter-
u.n:ﬂ& atom on:which :he vegetates; confiders
this atom.as::a world, . and. looks upon other
10&% as atoms..’
./This . earth . which._.we. _zruwz is Hnu-nn_w
.Erzm:_?uzo among  the eother. globes, and
;perfe@ly invifible to.the. diftant fpheres; itis
-atdeaft a million . times fmaller than the {un by
.which it is illuminated, and even a :E:m.:m
times lefs than -fome of the-planets which, by
s Em:n:nn. the fun. compels to circulate
.around him. , Saturn, .«:v:n_.u ‘Mags; the Earth,
+Venus,, gonn:_.m. and_the mz:?ann..a that
...ﬁm;. X, U fmall
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fmall portion of the heavens which we term
our Univerfe. Thefe planets, with their fa-
tellites, moving with amazing celerity ‘in the
fame A__nnmm.ozu and almoft in the fame plane,
compole a wheel of an ‘immenfe ‘diameter,
whofe axis fupports the whole weight; and
which by the rapidity of its own rotation muft
inflame and diffufe heat and light throughout
the whole circumference.  As long as this re-
gular motion continues (and which will be
eternal, unlefs the Divine Mover exerts ‘the
fame force to deftroy as He thought neceffary to
create them) the fun will burn and illuminate
all the fpheres of this univerfe with his fplen-
dor; andas, in a fyftemn where the whole of
the bodies mutually attra& cach other, nothing
can be loft, or removed without being return-
ed, the quantity of matter muft always re-
main the fame ; this great fource of light and
life can never be extinguithed or exhaufted,
for the other funs, which alfo continually dart
forth their fires, conftantly reftore to our fun
as much light as they take from him. Comets
are more numerous than the planets, and like
them depend on the power of the fun; they
alfo prefs on the common focus, and by aug-
menting the weight increafle the inflammation.
They may alfo be faid to form a part of our

univerfe,
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univerfe, for, like the planets, theyare fubje&
to the attra&tion of the-fun. But in their pro-
jedtile and impelled metions they have nothing
in cornmon either with each other or with the
planets, Every one of them circulates in a
different plane, and they each defcribe orbits in
different periods of time; for fome perform
their revolutions in a few years, while others
reqiiire {everal centuries.  The fun, jult mov-
ing round his own centre, remains, in other
refpeéls, properly at reft in the midit, and, at
the fame time, ferves as a torch, a focus, and
an axis, to all and every part of this wonderful
machine.

That the fun continues immoveable, and re-
gulates the motions of the other globes, is to be
afcribed to his magnitude alone. The force
of attraction being in proportion to the mafs of
matter ; as the fun is fo confiderably Jarger
than any of the comets, and contains above a
thoufand times more matter than the moft ex-
tenfive planet, they can neither derange him
nor diminith his influence, which extending to
immenfe diftances keeps the whole within the
bounds of his power, and thus at particular
periods recalls thofe which have ftretched far-

theft into the regions of fpace. Some of thefe,
on being brought back, approach fo near
Uuwoe the
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the fun,:thatafter having cooled for'ages:they:
undergo aninconceivable degree of heat.: From
experiencing thele alternate’ extrémes:of heat.
and cold, :they are fubje@ to' fingular viciffi-
tudes, as well as from the .:nat»__znm of n.nz.
motions, which at fome times are: moftramaz=
ingly rapid; and at others fo Emn:aq,:ai as
to be {carcely perceptible. In comparifon with
the planets the comets: may :be confidered:as
worlds in diforder, for to them the orbits of the
planets are: regular,” their movements: nm—ﬁp
their temperature always the fame ; they appear
to be places of reft; where, every thing being
permancnt, Nature has the power of eftablith-~
ing an uniform plan' of operation, and fuc-
ceflively to.mature her’ various: produ@icns.
Among the planets the Earth, which we. in-
habit, feems to poflefs. peculiar advantages;
from being lefs diftant from the fun than
Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars, it does not ex-
perience that excefs of cold; noris it fo
fcorched as Venus and gﬂd:d: which appear
to revolve in an orbit too near the body of that
luminary. Belides, what z-peculiar magnifi-
cence from Nature * does the earth enjoy ¢ A
pure:light, gradually’ an:&um from eaftirvo
well, alternatcly gilds both hemifpheres of this
mr&u -which is alfo. furrounded with a puce
tranfparent
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tranfparent element. By a mild and fertile
heat:all the germs of exiftence areanimated and

unfolded, and they are nourithed and (upported

by a plentiful fupply of excellent waters. Con-
fiderable eminences difperfed over the furface
of the land, not only check, but colle& the
moift vapours which float in. the air,’ and give
yifé to perpetual mountains.” Immenfe cavi-
ties evidently formed for the reception of thofe
watcrs, feparate iflands, and continents. - The
fea in-extent is equal to that of the land: nor
is this a2 cold ‘and.barren element; but a new
empire, no lefs rich and no lefs furnithed with
inhabitants. . By.the :finger of the Almighty
are the limits of the waters marked out. :If
the fea encroaches on the weftern fhores; it
retreats - w.oa thofe ‘of the eaft: This- great
mafs of water, though inaétive of itfelf, is agi-
tated, and:put inmotion by:the influénce of the
nnﬂn?&&o&omu and from which arifes its regu-
lar and conftant, flux ‘and reflux; it rifes and
falls with the:courfe. of :the ‘moon;: and is al-
ways at the higheft when the a&ion of the fun
and moon concurs, and it is from-thefe canfes
uniting 4t the tinie of the equinoxes; that the
tides are then higher than at any. other time ;
and this is certainly the ftrongeft mark of the
noban.m_on.om&_mmmoen withtheheavens. Thefe
_ o general
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general and conftant motions are the caufe of
many variable and :pasticular circumftances ;
it is:by thofe that: the. tranfportations of the
carth'is occafioned, which fallingin  the form
of {ediment, produces mountainsat the bottom
of the fea, fimilar 10 thofe which are on! the
{urface of the land ; they alfo give rife to/cur-
rents, which: following the diretion of ‘thefe
chains of mountains, beftow on them a figure,
whofc angles correfpond; and maintaining &
courfe in the mid(t .of the waves as waters run
upon land, they Eu% be no:man:a. in falk, na
fea-rivers.

- The ‘Air. being :m?g n_z_ more fluid than
water, is fubje& to the influencc of a greater
number of powers. It is conftantly agitated
by the effefls of the fun and moon, by the
immediatc a&ion of the fea, and by the rare-
faction and condenfation of heat and cold. . The
winds are, as it tnay be faid, itscurrents; they
force and colle@ the clouds, they give rife 1o
meteors, and tran(port the moift vagours of
the ocean to the furfaces of iflands and conti-
‘nents ; from them proceed. ftorms; ‘and they
diffufe and diftribute the fertile dews and rains
over the land ; they interfere with: the regular
motions of the fea, agitate the waters, fome-
times flop, and at others precipitate the cur-

rents,
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rents, clevate the waves, and cxcite dreadful
ftorms and tempefts. Forced by them the
troubled ocean rifes towards (he heavens, and
with a tremendous noife ‘and violence, rufhes
againtt ithofe immoveable barriers, which it
<an neither deftroy nor furmount.

The Earth being-elevated above ‘the level of

the fea, is thus defended againft its eruptions.
Its furface is beautifully enamelled with vari-
ous flowers, and .a conftant renewing verdure ;
it is inhabited by numberlefs {pecies of inha-
bitants, and where man, placed to affift the jp.
tentions of Nature, ‘prefides over every other
being, finds a place of perfe@ repofe, and‘a
delightful habitation. He zalone is endowed
-with knowledge, and dignified with the faculty
‘of admiration ;/the Almighty has rendered him
capable of diftinguithing the wonders .of the
univerfe, and a witnefs of his munanmmum mi-
Tacles.  Animated by a ray of divinity, he par-
ticipates the myfteries of the Deity. Itis by
this raythat he is enabled to think and refle&t,
and that he ‘perceives and underftands the wor-
derful works of his Creator.

The external throne of the Divine mag-
nificence is Nature ; while man, by contem-
plating her, advances by degrees to the internal
throne of the Almighty, He is formed to

adore
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adore his Creator, and to have domianion over
every other creature ; he is the vaffal of heaven,
and the lord of the earth ; by him this nether
globe is peopled, ennobled, and enriched ; he
cltablithes order, fubordination, and harmony
among living beings, and even to Nature her-
felf he gives polifh, extenfion, cultivation, and
embellithment ; for ke cuts down the thiftle
and bramble, and, by his care, meltiplies the
vine and the rofe. [n thefe dreary deflarts
where man has not inhabited, we find them
over-run with thorns and briars j the trees de-~
formed, broken, and corrupted, and the feeds
which ought to renew and embellifh the {cene,
are choaked by ?:.o:sﬁcm rubbifh, and re-
duced to fterility. Nature, who, in other fitua-
tions, we find adorned with the fplendour of
youth, has here the appearance of old age and
decrepitude. Here the earth, overloaded with
the fpoils of its produ&ions, inftead of pre-
fenting a fcene of beautiful verdure, exhibits
only a rude mafs of coarfe herbage, and trees
loaded with parafitical plants, as lickens, aga-
ries, and other impure and corrupted fruits ;
the low grounds are covered with putrid and
ftagnating waters; thefe miry lands being nei-
ther folid nor fluid, are not only impaffable, but

are entirely ufelefs to the inhabitants of both
land
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fand and water ; and the marfhes A.wao::n::m
with ftinking aquatic plants, ferve only to nou-
rith venomous infeés, and to harbout infe@ious
animials. | These is, beélides, between the pu-
trid marfhes of the low grounds, and the de-

cayed forefts of the'high parts of the country, ‘a

fpecies of lands, or favannas, but which are
very different to our meadows ; forin them there
is an abundance of noxious herbs avhich fpring
up, and check the growih of the ufeful kinds:
inftead of that delicate cnamelled turf, which
may be: confideréd as the down of the earth,
they are covered over with coarfe vegetables
and -hard ‘prickly plants, which are fo inter-
woven, that they appear to have more connec-
tion with each other, than with the foil ; and
by a conftant and ficceffive fpringing up, at
length form a kind of rough mat feveral feet
thick. -‘In thefe uncultivated and defolate re-
gions, there is no road, po communication, and
no veflige of intelligence, Man, when feek-
ing:to deftroy the wild bealls, is under the ne-
ceflity of following their tracks, and is obliged
to 'be-on: the contlant watch, left he: fhould
become a viltim to their favage fury ; alarmed
and terrified by their frequent ‘roarings, ‘and
even awed by the profound filence 'of thofé
dreary {olitudes, he fhrinks back and exclzims:
VOL: X X x “ Uncultivated
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¢¢ Uncultivated Nature is hideous and une
¢ flourithing ; it is I alone who can render
¢ her agrecable and vivacious. Let us drain the
¢¢ marfhes, and give animation io the waters,
‘¢ by converting them into breoks and canals 3
“ let us make ufe of that a@ive and devouring
‘¢ element, whole power we have difcovered ;
¢ let us apply fire to this burthenfome load of
¢ vegetables, and to thofe decaying forefts
‘“ which arc already half deftroyed ; let us
¢« complete the work by deftroying with iron
*¢ what cannot be diflipated by fire ; and then
‘¢ inftcad of coarfe reeds and water-lillies, from
« which the toad is faid to extra@ his poifon,
¢¢ we fhall foon behold the ranunculus, trufiies,
¢ and other mild and falutary herbs {pring up;
¢¢ that land, which was formerly impaffable,
¢ will become a flourifhing pafture for flocks
““of cattle, where they will find plenty of
¢ food, a never-failing fupply, and where, by
“¢ the excelience of their fuftenance, they will
‘“ increafe and multiply, and thus reward us
¢ for our labours and the prateltion we have
‘¢ given them. Let us flill go farther, and
““ fubject the ox to the yoke, let his ftrength
““ and weight of body be employed to plough
“ the ground, which acquires frefh vigour
¢ from culture. Thus will the operations of

Natuore,
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“ Nature be affilted, and acguire double
#¢ftrength and fplendor from the fkill and -
‘“.duftry of man.”

How beautiful is cultivated Nature ! How
beautiful does fhe. appear when decorated by the
hand of man! He is himfelf her chief orna-
ment, her noblef produ&ion, and by multi-
plying his own fpecies he increafes the moft
precious of her works. She even feems to
multiply in proporticn with his attention, for
by his art he developes all the has concealed
in her bofom. Whata fource of unknown
treafures has been brought to light! flowers,
fruits, and grains, watured to perfeéiion, and
multiplied to infinity ; the ufual {pecies of
animals tranfported, propagated, and increafed,
without number ; the noxious and deftructive
kinds diminifhed and driven from the habita-
tions of men ; gold, and iron, a more ufeful
metal, extradled from the bowels of the earth;
torrents rellrained, rsivers dire@ed in their
courfes and confined within their banks, and
cven the ocean iticlf fubdued, inveftigated and
traver{ed from one hemifphere to the other; the
earth rendered altive, fertile, and acceflible, in
every part ; the vallies and plains changed into
blooming meadows, rich paftures, and culti-
vated fields 5 the hills furrounded with vines

X xz2 and
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and fruits, and their fimmits crowned with
ufeful trees; the defarts. converted into popu-
lous cities, whofe inhabitants fpread from its
centre toits utmoft extremities ; roads and com-
munications opened, eftablithed, and frequent-
ed, as fo many proofs of the union and {trength
of fociety. There are alfo a thoufand other
monuments of power and glory; which clearly
demonftrate that man is the lord of the. earth ;
that he has changed and improved its furfaces
and that from the carliet periods of time he
alone has divided the empire of the world bei
tween him and Nature, ;" A

Itis by the right of conqueft, however, -that
lie reigns, for he rather enjoys than pofleifes;
and it is by conftant and perpetual aQivity and
vigilance that he preferves his advantage, for

if thofe are neglected every thing languifhes,

changes, and returns te the abfolute dominion
of Nature. She refumes her power, deftroys
the operations of man ; envelopes with' mofs
and duft his moft pompous monuments, and in
the progrefs of time entirely effaces them, leav-
ing man to regret having loft by his mepli-
gence what his anceftors had acquired by their
indultry. Thofe periods in which man Jofes
his empire, thofe agesin which every thing va-
luable perifhes, commence with war, and are

completed



completed by famine and - depopulation. = Al.
though the firength of man depends: folely-upon
the union of numbers, and his happinefs is de-
rived mno..b peace, he is, nevérthelefs, fo regards
Jefs of his own comforts asto take up arms and
to fight, which are never-failing fources of
ruin and mifery.. - Incited by infatiable avarice,
or blind ambition, which is ‘ftill more infa-
m_nﬂm. he becomes callous to the feelings of
humanity ; regardlefs of hisown welfare, his
whole : thoughts turn upon the deftru@ion of
his own fpecies, -which he foon. accomplifhes,
The days of blood and carnage over, and the
m,smoammnmmm fumes of glory difpelled, he be-
holds, with a' melancholy eye, the earth defo-
lated, the arts buried; nations dif perfed, an en=
feebled people; theruins of his own happinefs,
and the lofs -of his:real power. :
- - Omnipotent God! by whofe prefence Nature
is fupported, 2nd harmony among the laws of
the univerfe maintained ; who (ceft from thy
imimoveable throrie in the Empirean all the ce-
W@Ew@rnﬂm rolling under thy feet without
deviatiorn or. difordes ; who, frum the bofom of
repofe, every inftant rencweft their vaft move-
ments, and who alone governs in profcund
peace an infinite number of heaven: ard of
earths, reftore, reftore tranquillity to a troubled

world!
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world! Let the carth be filent! Let the pre-
fumptuous tumults of war and difcord be dif-
pelied by the found of thy voice! Merciful
Ged! author of all bzings, whofe paternal re-
gards extend to every created obje& ; but man
is thy principal favourite ; thou haft illuminated
his mind with a ray of thy immortal light, pe-
netrate alfo his heart with a fhaft of thy love ;
thy divine fentiment, when univerfally diffufed,
will unite the moft hoflile {pirits; rnan will no
longer be apprehenfive of the afpe&t of man,
nor will his hand any longer continue to be
arnied with murdering flecl; the devouring
flames of war will no longer ftop the fources of
generations ; the human fpecies. whichare now
weakened, mutilated, and prematurely mowed
down thereby, will germinate anew, and mul-
tiply without number. Nature, groaning un-
der the preflure of calamity, fterile and aban-
donzd, with additional vigour will foon refume
her former fecundity; and we, beneficent God,
fhall aid, cultivate, and msn%w:zw contemplate
her operations, that we, at cvery moment, may
be cnabled to offer thee a frefh tribute of gra-
titude and admiration.




